
Job Title What do you do Education 
needed

Pay range 
(roughly)

To learn more…

Arborist Assess tree health, climb trees 
to prune them, treat trees for 
disease 

On-the-job 
training 

A good living www.isa-arbor.com

Forest 
firefighter

Go on foot or by plane to 
control fires in wild places 

On-the-job 
training 

Really good www.wildlandfire101
.com/what-to-expect

Forester Manage forests for ecosystem 
health, timber and other factors 

Usually 
college 

A good living www.stateforesters.or
g/2021/03/18/5-reaso
ns-to-pursue-a-career-
in-forestry/

Landscaper Install flowers/trees/ shrubs, 
care for outdoor landscapes, 
build hardscapes, run 
machinery 

On-the-job 
training 

Entry level 
through owner – 
lots of options

www.careerexplorer.c
om/careers/landscape
r/

Naturalist/outd
oor guide

Lead outdoor excursions (like 
hikes, raft trips or ski lessons) 
with clients 

Varies; 
college can 
be helpful 

You won’t get 
rich, but you’ll 
have fun!

careers.adventuretrav
el.biz/career/adventur
e-guide

Community 
organizer

You could work for a nonprofit 
helping people organize to 
protect nature 

On-the-job 
training 

You won’t get 
rich, but you’ll 
have fun!

www.indeed.com/car
eer-advice/finding-a-j
ob/what-does-commu
nity-organizer-do

Urban planner Help cities and towns figure out 
how to grow while protecting 
resources 

Graduate 
school 

A good living sopa.tulane.edu/blog/r
ole-urban-planners

Wildlife or 
marine 
biologist

Study the health of animals in 
their ecosystems 

College and 
graduate 
school 

Usually a good 
living, some entry 
level

www.environmentals
cience.org/career/wild
life-biologist

Outdoor 
business owner

You could own a business in 
landscaping, guiding, outdoor 
construction, etc. 

Varies 
Good, if you have 
business skills!

 Here are some outdoor careers you could 
consider…. 

nature for all youth
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What if I think I might be interested in an outdoor 
career, but I’m not sure where to start?  

Start spending more time outdoors! Go 
for walks, admire your neighbors’ 
flowers, try kayaking! Here’s a link to 
lots of information about how to get 
outside right in the City of Holyoke: 
https://eagleeyei.org/wp-content/upl
oads/2025/04/EEI-Brochure_compre
ssed.pdf 

Talk to your guidance counselor, 
teacher or someone in your family or 
community that knows more about 
outdoor careers! Having an adult that 
knows your interests can be a big help. 
You can also reach out to a DCR 
forester at: 
Jim Rassman 
james.rassman@mass.gov

Check out this resource that gives 
salary ranges for over 40 outdoor 
occupations or this one where you can 
get salary ranges and other statistics 
for any job in the U.S.

Click any of the links below that help 
you explore outdoor, environmental and 
natural resource jobs and careers 

• www.environmentalscience.org/
• www.careerexplorer.com/careers/ 

(search “environment,” “outdoors,” 
or a specific job you are interested 
in) 

• www.agcareers.com/career-profiles/
#gsc.tab=0 

• www.indeed.com  has descriptions 
for many jobs - just search the job 
name 

• www.outdoorindustryjobs.com/   you 
can browse some available jobs to 
see what’s out there 

• https://careerdiscovery.sciencebuddi
es.org/

You can find an electronic version of this handout 
at https://eagleeyei.org/career-ideas-handout/
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