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12th Annual 

Hike-A-Thon Success!  
We thank all of you for participating 
in the Hike-A-Thon and supporting 
Eagle Eye. We just couldn’t do it 
without you and are most grateful for 
your kind and generous donations!
This year we raised more than 
$30,000 with the help of 87 hikers 
on four different hikes across the 
country, and a $15,000 match. This 
money will go directly to supporting 
our EAGLE (Earth Advocates: 
Green Leaders for the Environment) 
Initiative and allow us to continue 
offering EAGLE Club, Learn About 
Programs, and Urban Stewardship 
Projects to youth in Greater Boston 
and Springfield!

Giving Tuesday — Join Us for a Night of Pizza and Bowling!

Eagle Eye is proud to again participate in Giving Tuesday — a global movement to encourage and celebrate 
giving back. We will host a benefit night at Flatbread Company in Somerville, MA, where 10% of the night’s 
pizza sales will be donated to Eagle Eye! Bring friends and family out for delicious pizza and candlepin bowling 
to kick off the season of giving. 

If you can’t make it, take-out pizza orders will also give 10% of proceeds to Eagle Eye. We encourage you to share 
the Giving Tuesday message and take part in donating on Tuesday, December 2nd. Visit our website, eagleeyei.
org, take a look at existing volunteer opportunities or click “Donate,” and Donate Now.

“Hike-A-Thon participants gather 
for this yearly tradition of refreshing 
friendships and enthusiasm for Eagle 
Eye’s commitment to giving youth 
experiences in nature, all without 

“Old friends and new friends came 
together for some fresh air, beautiful 
fall weather and scenery as well as 
many magical nature moments. 
They also took some time to reflect 
on the important work of Eagle Eye 
and to thank everyone for their 
contributions.The hike ended with 
a hands-in shout of ‘NATURE and 
COMMUNITY!’” 

-Melinda Stockmann, 
Mt. Tam in CA

“After watching a great blue heron 
slurp down a fat brown salamander 
by the side of the woods, the group 
set off at a good clip through 
dense stands of large oak, pine 
and birch, past brownstone cuts 
and cliffs, down through hill and 
dale to a nice picnic spot near 
Lake Bray. After a shared lunch 
of homemade sandwiches, GORP 
and apple cider, the group spent 
the afternoon climbing the T. 
Bagg trail to Goat Peak.”

-Bill Labich,
Mt. Tom in MA

“Hail blocked the usual 360-degree 
summit view, but camaraderie, 
the warmth of doing good and the 
beauty of the forest made the climb 
worthwhile. Laughter was shared, 
new friends were made and $430 
was raised. Thanks to the fundraisers 
and to both Boloco and Panera for 
making the hike successful! I for one 
am looking forward to next year’s 
hike – rain or shine.”

-Christina Oliva,
 Mt. Kearsarge in NH

charge, often for the first time. 
Special thanks to food donations 
from Basil Tree Catering, Trader 
Joe’s and Rancatore Ice Cream!”

-David Myers,
 Middlesex Fells in MA

Tales from the Trails

The hikers at Middlesex Fells had a great time exploring the trails!
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EAGLE Club Updates

Gardening

This past summer, students from 
Mystic Learning Center worked in 
two of the Community Garden plots 
to grow a wide variety of vegetables 
and fruit. Those participating in the 
weekly garden club dug in the soil, 
planted seeds, learned about com-
posting and harvested vegetables for 
the weekly farmer’s market.
 
With a great deal of hard work 
and commitment (198 volunteer 
hours!), they harvested nearly 100 
pounds of produce, doubling what 
they had grown last year. The major-
ity was given to the Mystic Mobile 
Farmer’s Market with the remainder 
donated to the Somerville Homeless 
Coalition. 
 

This fall EAGLE Club members are 
back in the garden. In early October 
they planted several rows of garlic 
and built a small hoop house to ex-
tend the growing season. Through-
out the fall, they will continue to 
explore a wide range of garden-
themed environmental programs 
about plant life cycles, animals and 
insects in the gardens, composting 
and more.

Everyone is excited to get back to 
work in the garden for another suc-
cessful growing year in 2015!

Thanks to a grant from Clif Bar Fam-
ily Foundation, Eagle Eye is able to 
continue facilitating this program.

Recycling

In the fall of 2012, students in our 
EAGLE (Earth Advocates: Green 
Leaders for the Environment) Club 
wrote and hand-delivered letters to 
the Somerville Housing Author-
ity, asking for recycling bins to be 
made available to the residents of 
the Mystic Housing Development. 
They also drafted a petition last 
summer and went door-to-door, 
collecting approximately 250 signa-
tures of residents who would like to 
have recycling services available to 
them.

All their hard work paid off when 
the Housing Authority ordered 150 
“in unit” bins for residents in four 
buildings. Flyers and educational 
material on the importance of re-
cycling and an explanation of what 
can and cannot be recycled will 
be available to residents, as well as 
education and outreach services fa-
cilitated by Eagle Eye Institute and 
Mystic Learning Center staff.

Keep a watch out for what these 
EAGLE Club leaders will be up to 
next!

Co-op student Allison Bieber teaches the EAGLE club about planting garlic.

4



Environmental 

Groups Partner with 

Eagle Eye

By Christina Oliva,
Curriculum and Development 
Coordinator

Tufts University to its list of commu-
nity partners. Led by Eagle Eye, the 
CCEP aims to make hands-on out-
door education an integral part of 
the school, within the next four years. 
Through innovative in-school and af-
ter-school outdoor lessons, the CCEP 
will reduce nature deficit, beautify the 
school and increase appreciation, re-
spect and stewardship of nature.

Eagle Eye received funding to 
continue our work at Medford High 
from the USFS More Kids in the 
Woods program and the MA DCR 
Recreational Trails Program. We are 
grateful to be a part of making the 
CCEP vision a reality.

“Any success 
Medford High has 
in incorporating 

outdoor educational 
opportunities for 

students is a direct 
result of Eagle Eye’s 

dedication, innovation 
and expertise.” 

-Dr. John Perella

Medford High School students work on a stewardship project to clear hiking trails. 

5

In December 2013, Eagle Eye con-
vened with like-minded environmen-
tal organizations to discuss increasing 
engagement of Medford High School 
students, staff and parents alike in 
exploration of the nearby Fells Res-
ervation. The conversation included 
Medford High’s Headmaster Dr. John 
Perella, Friends of the Middlesex Fells 
Reservation, the Massachusetts DCR, 
the EPA and the USDA Forest Service. 

The group has since taken the name 
Community Conservation Education 
Partnership (CCEP) and has added





Intern Spotlight

The first time I met the Medford High 
School EAGLE Club students, they 
asked why I chose to study environ-
mental science and why I chose to 
go to Northeastern University. I felt a 
deep searching and sincerity in their 
questions and it led me to some deep 
thinking.
 
I told the students that my passion 
for the environment was a recent dis-
covery that is constantly widening 
and evolving. I shared with them my 
memories of exploring my dad’s old 
hunting grounds in upstate New York 
and my family camping trips– where I 
first found the peace and comfort that 
nature continues to bring me. 

I disclosed how I recently became 
aware of a strong connection between 
the natural world and my mental 
health. From the well of my honesty, 
students began to share their own 
hopes and desires for the future. I 
found the students that I made con-
nections with were more able to step 
out of their comfort zones and become 
more involved in EAGLE Club activi-
ties. Slowly they were able to point out 
the role nature was playing in their 
lives and some said they wanted more 
connection with nature.

Jose Sanchez

Vaidehi Pidaparti

Being part of an environmental 
organization dedicated to diver-
sity led me to reflect deeply about 
what place the environment has in 
my cultural background. While I 
was lucky to have a nature-loving 
mother who took me to national 
parks, the seashore and the moun-
tains, I realized that these nature 
experiences were not common 
for people who share my heritage. 
It never occurred to me before 
this summer that different ethnic 
groups perceive nature differently.
 
I have come to realize that the con-
nections that people of color have 
to nature are not nonexistent, as 
people sometimes assume, but are 
simply different. Given my own ex-
perience, I feel as though making 
links between people’s cultural tra-
ditions and nature is vital in pro-
viding environmental program-
ming to youth of color. I think 
characterizing people’s cultural re-
lationships will help develop, per-
haps, a more universal culture of 
environmental stewardship. And I 
for one am inspired now to try.

This summer offered many learn-
ing experiences for the kids, and for 
those who championed Eagle Eye’s 
programs. Transformation is an im-
portant goal of these programs and 
this summer I was able to see that in 
the participants. 
 
A highlight of the Learn About For-
ests program was leading three of 
the kids through demonstrations at 
the Arnold Arboretum. One child 
in particular had not been showing 
interest earlier in the day, but dur-
ing the booth activities, he was full 
of excitement. He asked me many 
questions about the topics, which 
ranged from flower structure, to mi-
croscopes, to watering cacti. 

Another day, we helped remove in-
vasive water chestnuts in the Mystic 
River. The kids not only learned the 
importance of giving back to the 
community, but also the importance 
of going above and beyond. Some-
one even stayed behind at the end to 
help bring each canoe to shore and 
to haul each bag of water chestnuts 
to the trash. 

Allison Bieber
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Eagle Eye Institute

PO Box 440481

Somerville, MA 02144

nature@eagleeyei.org

Using the power of nature to transform urban youth.

Please help us reach 
our annual campaign 

goal of $65,000!
 

We have already raised 

$50,000

Help us raise another 

$15,000

to reach our goal this year!

 

Your donations are critical in 

supporting our work of connect-

ing urban youth with hands-on 

experiences in nature that build 

their awareness,

develop their responsibility and 

cultivate their leadership. 

Support Eagle Eye’s “Earth Advocates;
Green Leaders for the Environment” Initiative

Contribution Levels
 Visionary Eagle  $10,000  Eaglet     $500
 Soaring Eagle  $5,000  Nestling     $250
 Bald Eagle   $2,500  Eagle Egg     $100
 Golden Eagle  $1,000  Nest Builder     $50
 Other $
Name: 
Address: 
City:     State:  Zip: 
Email Address: 
:RXOG�\RX�OLNH�WR�UHFHLYH�IXWXUH�QHZVOHWWHUV�DQG�PDLOLQJV�HOHFWURQLFDOO\"�<HV���1R��

Please send your tax-deductible contribution to:
Eagle Eye Institute 
P.O. Box 440481 Somerville, MA 02144 
(617) 666-5222
Or go to www.EagleEyeI.org and click  
“Donate Now” to make an instant credit card donation. 
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Program Manager
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